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O PROGRESSIVE RESULTS FROM TALLYING

As of this morning, 2781 polling places have reported. More than 90% of all polling
places for the presidential election have now reported. All 64 House districts including
inaccessible areas have now submitted some figures.

Updates have been recetved from the following Counties:

» Grand Bassa

*  Margibi
* Lower Bong
* Lofa

A total of 924, 913 votes have been counted and tallied. The recorded turn out for the
polling places which have reported amounts to 74.1%.

Presidential Candidates receiving more than five percent of the vote based on the polling
places which have reported are as follows:

CANDIDATE NUMBER OF % PERCENTAGE |

VOTES OF VOTES I
~__|._ GEORGE WEAH 257, 027 | 28.9
2. ELLEN JOHNSON SIRLEAF 175, 520 | 19.7
3. CHARLES BRUMSKINE 119, 252 ' 13.4
4. WINSTON TUBMAN 85, 060 | 9.6
5. VARNEY SHERMAN 70, 936 8.0

Please be advised that detailed reports will be distributed at the end of the press
conference.

0 NEC PRESS CONFERENCES

Mcdia are reminded that after tonight’s 7pm press conference, starting on Tuesday
October 18. NEC will go back to giving its twice weekly press conferences at 2pm on
Tuesdays and Fridays.



7 SUMMARY OF QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

On whether the two parties that qualify for a second round election may replace
their candidates, the Chair said the same slate of candidates that contested the first round
would be the ones to contest a run-off.

Asked if the NEC would provide ample time for candidates to campaign for a
would-be run-off, she said campaigning would fall within the 2-week period between the
announcement of final results by October 26 and the tentative date of November 8. “No
additional time will be added for campaign,” Cllr. Johnson-Morris stated.

The Chair also dismissed speculations that the NEC was considering a request
from some members of the international community to allow up to five presidential
candidates contest a run-off. She clarified that, according to the Election Law, if none of
the 22 presidential candidates obtained 50% plus one vote from all valid votes cast, only
the two candidates that obtained the most votes will contest in the second round.

On the rumour that NEC was withholding results from electoral district 1 and 2 in
Grand Bassa County, the Chair said this information was false. She said NEC was
announcing progressive tally results as they came in. She noted that results from a
number of polling places in Grand Bassa were included in the latest statistics announced
by the Commission.

Concerning whether voters would be allowed to vote in any polling place they can
casily reach, the Chair said a voter may vote only at the same polling place where he/she
registered.

Asked to comment on what happens if there are formal protests/complaints
against the election results after they have already been announced, the Chair said the
NEC has standing procedures to address post-election contests. She said the NEC has up
to 30 days to investigate challenges of the results and come out with a ruling.

On criticisms by some election observers and partners of NEC that there was
inadequate voter education carried out by the Commission to educate voters, the Chair
reiterated that the NEC acknowledges that voter education activities needed to be stepped
up for the run-off. She said with only two presidential candidates in the race as opposed
to the initial 22 candidates, it should be much easier for the Commission to conduct an
effective voter education campaign. She noted that educating voters was one of the most
daunting challenges facing the NEC. She disclosed that the NEC would continue to use
the services of the media, community people, cultural performers, and local civic society
groups.

The Chair then revealed that she has received death threats from someone
supposedly dissatisfied with the election results. She explained that the threat was in the
form of a text message sent to her mobile phone by an unknown person. Cllr. Johnson-



Morris condemned the threat but said she would not be intimidated or discouraged. The
Chair wondered why she is being threatened by someone who lost a free and fair election.
“What we did was to facilitate the elections. [The result] is not our preference; it is
simply the choice Liberians made,” she emphasized.

Asked if she could identify the candidate or political party that issued the threat
on her life, the Chair said she did not know. She said the message was received by her
secretary who forwarded it to her. The Chair said if the anonymous caller is identified,
the issue can be addressed under the Liberian penal code as ‘Terroristic threat’. “It is not
just a violation of the Electoral Law but also a crime according to the Penal Law,” CllIr.
Johnson-Morris stressed.
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